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2017 statistics: From figures to action

In 2018, the ISS/IRC carried out its annual compilation of statistics relating to the number of intercountry adoptions
undertaken during the previous year; but what do these figures imply in terms of actions for protection and
cooperation?

The compilation of statistics by Central Authorities, as required by Article 7 of the 1993 Hague Convention,
is essential in order to identify, understand and address the needs of children in adoption, as well as the
needs of those children separated, or at risk of being separated, from their families. It is also very important
to adapt any intervention to the children and to the prospective adoptive parents, as well as the procedure
in general, whilst assessing the impact of the 1993 Hague Convention. Thus, it is interesting to focus on the
actions undertaken by receiving countries as well as by countries of origin in response to some of the
statistical trends. However, the statistics are not exhaustive and do not always include adoptions by
expatriates or kafalah placements as practised in Muslim countries (see Monthly Review No. 210 of March
2017 and Monthly Review No. 213 of July 2017).

It is common knowledge that the total number of intercountry adoptions in the top 12 receiving countries
is continuously decreasing, and the total number for 2017 amounts to 8,998 in comparison with 10,752 in
2016. All receiving countries, except Belgium and Norway, are affected by this decrease. As for the countries
of origin, China remains the top country, followed by Colombia and India, now in second and third positions,
and then by South Korea, Haiti, Ukraine and Bulgaria. These increases are a cause for concern, particularly
in the case of Colombia, which has renewed — for another two years — its suspension on the adoption of
children under the age of six years and 11 months, and where some adoptions remain under no control of
the Central Authority. Moreover, do poverty and the lack of support to families result in the separation of
families in these countries, when this is contrary to all international standards, such as the Guidelines for
the Alternative Care of Children? A further concern is the over-representation of children of Roma origin in
the child protection systems of many countries in Eastern Europe, for whom no domestic solution is found.
Further increases can be found in Ethiopia, Haiti and Vietham, whose protection systems need to be
strengthened on key aspects, such as the children’s files, donations and the treatment of some children with
specific needs. The ISS/IRC is happy to meet the requests for support from these countries through
assessment missions and training.
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families. In the USA?, domestic adoptions have continued to increase since 2013 (50,835 in 2013 compared
with 59,430 in 2017). It is encouraging to see that the decrease in intercountry adoption has led some
countries to review their priorities, including removing obstacles to the domestic adoption of their own
children. As for countries of origin, the ISS/IRC also welcomes the efforts undertaken by many, for example
Cambodia and Rwanda, as both of them are reinforcing their alternative care systems by implementing
reintegration programmes and support for foster families.

The proportion of older children, groups of siblings, children suffering from diseases, disabilities or severe
trauma is high. In France, in 2017, 38% of all children adopted abroad were over the age of five years, and
64.4% had special needs. It is important to point out that no adoption project is considered for a large
number of children in the child protection system whose profiles are similar. In Switzerland, of the 69
children adopted abroad, 34 were aged between five and 14 years; in Belgium, adopted children over the
age of five represented 38.6% of all adoptions (compared with 17.4% in 2014-2015 and 10.9% in 2013). In
the USA, 98% of the children adopted from China had special needs.

In view of the above, the individual needs of children with these characteristics are now addressed more
comprehensively during the assessments of prospective adoptive parents (see Monthly Review No. 210,
March 2017) and during their preparation. Instead of receiving only theoretical training, the prospective
adoptive parents are placed in practical situations, and this has a greater impact on their decision-making
and on the practical consequences of their project (see p. 7). Countries of origin have also developed
strategies to improve the preparation process, in particular in relation to the age of children, as in Chile or
the Philippines (see Monthly Review No. 199, February 2016 and Monthly Review No. 172, May 2013).

Receiving countries and countries of origin are paying more attention to these services, which provide
support for the important variety and the increasing number of issues arising in post-adoption, in particular
the search for origins (see p. 9). An increase in the number of requests in this field has been registered in
Australia (2,755 requests for information during 2016-2017%, in the French Community of Belgium (47
requests between June 2017 and May 2018) and in Quebec (50 requests in 2017 compared with 21 in 2015).
Adoption breakdowns in countries where they are registered have also increased. In France, 12 cases of
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Analysing these numbers and identifying the measures, which receiving countries and countries of origin
need to implement, is not an easy task. The ISS/IRC is pleased to continue helping countries in the
development of strategies, which are more respectful of children’s needs, and will continue to do so
during the next compilation of statistics. See you next year!

The ISS/IRC team,
November 2018
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®Fiscal year: 1 October 2016 - 30 September 2017.

7 For 2011, 2012, 2015, 2016 and 2017 the statistical data was provided by the Canadian Central authority; for 2013 and 2014,
data came from statistics provided by the Hague Conference on Private International Law.
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was provided by the Swedish Central Adoption Authority (MIA).

°For 2016, the numbers come from the the French-speaking and Dutch-speaking Central adoption authorities, which refer to
adoptions of children physically cared for by their adoptive families, while the final adoption order is sometimes formally
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pronounced months or even years later. For 2017, statistics were provided by the Hague Conference on Private International
Law.

10 For 2014, data published by the Hague Conference on Private International Law was referred to. In 2015 and 2016, reference
is made to the website of the National Statistical Office ‘Statistisches Bundesamt’, whose numbers exclude relative adoptions
(see https://www.destatis.de/DE/Publikationen/Thematisch/Soziales/KinderJugendhilfe/ErzieherischeHilfe.html- For 2017,
statistics were provided by the Hague Conference on Private International Law.

1 Numbers for 2015, 2016 and 2017 come from the Federal Statistical Office. 2016 and 2017 data do not include relative
adoptions, nor adoptions of adults. From 2011 to 2013, the numbers were provided by the Swiss Central authority, whilst those
relating to 2014 were statistics published by the Hague Conference on Private International Law.

L2 Fiscal year: 1 October 2016 - 30 September 2017 (see
http://www.aihw.gov.au/WorkArea/DownloadAsset.aspx?id=60129553828).

13 According to ISS/IRC sources, children from the Central African Republic were only adopted by French, American and
Canadian citizens.

Several countries, such as Germany, Australia and Norway, cluster several countries under general categories, such as ‘several
Asian countries’ or ‘other countries’; thus, it is impossible to determine with accuracy the specific countries of origin of these
adopted children.
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