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EDITORIAL 

 

2008: a typical year for inter-country adoption?  
By taking a look at the events that shaped the world of adoption in the course of last yea r, it is 

striking to notice how much 2008 mixed important items of progress and, at the same time, 

developed ominous initiatives. The following is a brief overview in the form of a balance sheet. 

The development of inter-country adoption 

throughout the world presents the observer 
with two very opposite aspects: on the one 
hand, numerous steps forward and 
encouraging initiatives punctuated last year, 
on the other hand bad practices and abuse 
continue to mar many procedures. These 
two contradictory movements seem to be 
the result of an evolution that at the same 
time views States of origin better defending 
the interests of adoptable and adopted 
children, while receiving States are 
desperately trying to juggle with the number 
of applicants for adoption, while launching 
measures to better regulate the procedures.  
 

Encouraging progress 
As part of the good news for 2008, the 

entry into force of The Hague Convention in 
the United States is unquestionably an 
essential step towards a better framework 
for procedures throughout the world 
(Bulletin 4/08). Even if there are still plenty 
of unanswered questions, even if several of 
the major countries of origin - in terms of  
the number of children adopted by 
Americans are from non-signatory countries 
to the Convention, it had become essential 
that the first country in the world (in overall 
numbers) join the multilateral conventional 
system of child protection. It should be 

noted that in 2008 The Hague Convention 
also came into force in the Seychelles.  

Among the positive initiatives, let us recall 
the introduction  of obligatory  training  for 
inter-country adoption in Sweden, the 
elaboration  of Guidelines  for post-adoption  
services by  ChildONEurope, (Bulletin 1/08), 
the approval of a new adoption law in Spain 
and Guatemala (Bulletin 2/2008) as well as 
the new European Convention  on Matters 
of Adoption (Bulletin 6/ 08 and 11-12/08).                              

At a more political level, 2008 saw several 
States of origin take, sometimes drastic, 
measures to better manage adoptions. 
Thus, Congo, Zambia, and Togo imposed 
total or partial restrictions to limit or even 
suspend adoption procedures. Latvia, the 
Philippines and Hungary have for their parts 
have honed the profile of children who are 
adoptable at the international level. This 
type of decision which tends to multiply 
itself, underlines the fact that countries of 
origin are assuming more command of their 
choices and taking the necessary measures 
to defend them. 
 

Worrying trends 
The 2007 statistics clearly showed an 

increase in the number of potential States of 
origin throughout the world, with a sharp 
increase in the number of countries on the 
African continent (Bulletin 7/8-/08). If the 
proliferation of legal, social and cultural 
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settings represents an important challenge 
for the receiving countries, “exploring” new 
countries, which by definition have little or 
no experience in inter-country adoption 
matters can raise fears of abuse. What is 
more, we note too that more “traditional” 
countries (Ethiopia, Vietnam, Cambodia, 
Nepal, and Guatemala) continue to undergo 
unbearable pressure to resume or increase 
the number of inter-country adoptions. 
Other fragile countries in terms of child 
protection, also experience exaggerated 
demands, like Liberia, Haiti or Kirghizstan  
for example. If the community of 
international organisations (UNICEF) and 
non-governmental organisations (Save the 
children, Terre des Hommes, ISS) have 
agreed to make great efforts in support of 
these States in the implementation of an 
appropriate system of child protection, we 
can only repeat that it is right for receiving 
States to assume their share of the 
responsibility in supporting these countries 
in their reforms and in allowing them the 
time to put them in place. 
 

An endless paradox 
Inter-country adoption is a fascinating 

area, because it rules out simple solutions 
and easy thinking. Its day to day practice 
reminds each of us of this paradox which 
recalls that if the world were perfect, inter-
country adoption would lose its purpose. 

Extraordinary progress has been made over 
a relatively short period for such a 
complicated field, and each year brings 
sources of satisfaction. What can we expect 
from the year to come? Some 
developments under way are signs of good 
omens. So, for example, after numerous 
years  of irregular practices in adoption, 
Guatemala has recently undertaken major 
reforms of its protective system for children 
deprived of  family that it will have to 
implement  during the year (see p 5) 
Furthermore, the ISS/IRC is already  
committed to major projects  aimed at 
supporting  reforms in several countries of 
origin. There remain nonetheless recurrent 
questions, such as the protection of 
neglected children, and the role of domestic 
adoption in the receiving countries, the 
image of inter-country adoption promoted by 
the media, or the raising of the adoption 
candidates awareness of the realities in the 
countries of origin and of the needs of 
adoptable children still remain delicate, 
which are all subjects that will require our 
commitment and our enthusiasm! 
 
With our best wishes for the New Year 

 
The ISS/IRC team 

January 2009 
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